
James 1:1-5 NIV: So James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered 
among the nations: Greetings. Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.  

LIFE GROUP / PERSONAL STUDY: 
As we begin to come out of this quarantine and time of “Exile” we have to admit that we’ve all been suffering  
- some more than others - during this trial that we’ve been facing and there really has not been anything we 
could do to change our circumstances.  When this type of situation comes into our lives, it’s important for us 
to know “what to do when there’s nothing we can do to change it.”  James told us exactly what to do and why.  
His advice isn’t easy to follow, but it’s definitly worthy of our time and effort. 

1A) In our focus passage, what did James tell us about himself and why is this important? Verse 1

1B) Look at the introduction to the Book of James in your Bible to see what additional information you can 
learn about this man.

2A) Who was he writing his letter to?  (Look at other translations i.e. NLT to get some added info)

2B) PERSONAL: What similarities do you think believers of today’s world are experiencing?

  

3A) What advice did he give and when should we do this? Verse 2
 

3B) Why did he say this is important? Verse 3 

3C) What added advice and reason did James give in Verse 4?
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 4A) What is the definition of perseverance?

 
4B) What results can come from developing perseverance?

 
4C) PERSONAL: How would you describe the difference between a baby Christian and a mature Christian?

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4:
5A) What similarities do you find in Paul’s letter to this letter from James?

5B) How do the following verses confirm this idea?
 1 Corinthians 16:13:

 Ephesians 6:10:

Read James 1:5
6A) What other advice did James give us? 

6B) PERSONAL: How are you encouraged by his comments?   

  

7A) What do the following verses reveal about why this advice is so important for us to follow?
 Psalm 111:10:

 Proverbs 2:9-11:

7B) PERSONAL: How do you feel that your faith has been tested during this pandemic and how do you 
think you did on this test?

ACT: We know that we’re going to face trials.  In fact, it seems like trials are a constant part of our lives, but 
when we have accepted Jesus as our Savior, it is possible for us to consider our trials a time for pure joy.  First 
because we know that God is working in us to change us!  He allows these trials to come into our lives so 
that we can grow in our perseverance - the ability to stand firm in our faith - because we are growing in our 
knowledge and understanding of God and that we can trust Him no matter what.  He also encourages us to ask 
Him for more wisdom to help us in this growth process.  His will and our desire is to become mature believers 
- complete - lacking nothing and it is a joyful thing to know that God is with us and that He is working in us and 
for us through every trial.



Daily Devotional:  It always helps to look at the context of the passage. Then try to answer the following 
questions about the passage. Who is involved? What is going on? Where is the action taking place?  When?  
How can this concept apply to my life? Why is it important? Also look for Commands, Warnings, and Examples 
to follow or not to follow.
• Every day this week let’s look at passages that describe perseverance.

Monday:
Romans 5:3-4 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.                

Tuesday: 
2 Thessalonians 1:4-5 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are 
enduring. All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom 
of God, for which you are suffering.      

Wednesday: 
2 Thessalonians 3:5 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.   

Thursday: 
Hewbrews 12:1-3                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.               

Friday: 
James 5:11 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.          

Saturday: 
2 Peter 1:5-8 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; 
and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.                 

Sunday: 
Revelation 2:2-3 NIV                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and have 
endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
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